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jurul Sibiului, in lara 85rsei ;iin Bistrila, adicd la graniJele cu lara Rom6neasci ;i Moldova. Sa;ii vor
primi o organizare autonomS, asemenea unei populalii cu origine controversate, secuii, din zona

Carpalilor de Curburd Spaliul transilvan se modifica de acum fa!5 de cel extracarpatic printr-o

dezvoltare urbanJ puternicS.

Menlionali sub nume diferite in izvoare - olaci, olahi, balacci, blacki, walathi, francezul Philippe

de Mezidres ajung6nd si vorbeascd, la sfdr5itul secolului XIV de o ,,double Abblaquie" (Moldova

gi lara Rom6neasci) -, rom6nii igi continui viala in forme ancestrale, alegSndu-5i conducdtorii
(,,oamenii buni 5i betrani", cnezii gi voievozii) 9i aplicdnd jus valachicum, adicd ,,dreptul valah",
rdmas in funcliune in Ardeal in anumite zone pAnd tarziu in secolul XVlll. De altfel, indepartarea

reprezentanlilor romAni din congregaliile nobiliare s-a petrecut abia in veacul XV Nobilli rom6ni

sunt pomenili fie in corpuri de oaste ce insolesc pe regii unguri in campanii, fie in fruntea unor
rdscoale locale Stau mdrturie 5i ctitoriile lor religioase de la Densu; sau Strei.

Despre stratificarea socialS a populaliei rom6negti de la sud 5i est de Carpali vorbesc elocvent

descoperirile arheologice Podoabele, relicvariile ;i ceramica de lux ce au ajuns pAnd la noi sunt o
dovadd a existen{ei unei categorii instdrite gi care dorea s5-gi marcheze statutul privilegiat in raport
cu ceilalli locuitori. Sunt gi o mdrturie a plasdrii spaliului rom6nesc pe doud mari axe comerciale

ce uneau, prin Transilvania, prin pasurile de la Turnu Rogu ;i Bra;ov, gi prin porturile dundrene,

spaliul flamand ;i german cu cel bizantin, respectiv drumul galilian, ce cobora pe Siret ;i Prut tot
la Dundre gi la Marea NeagrS.

Celelalte doud principate rom5ne, lara Rom6neasca 5i Moldova, s-au format 5i s-au aflatin primul

veac al existenlei lor sub semnul rezistenlei contra expansiunii maghiare. Sub umbrela unei stdp6niri

tdtdre5ti indepirtate, un Basarab la sud de Carpali ;i un Bogdan la rdsdrit au intemeiat cele doud

dinastii domnitoare, oblin6nd prin luptd dreptul la existen!5

De multe ori se face greseala de a introduce in lumea medievald noliuni contemporane, precum

independenla. Atunci altele erau regulile politice. Funcliona conceplia familiei de suverani, in care

fiecare ocupa o pozilie mai inalta sau maijoasd. Regele Angliei putea presta jurdm6nt de vasalitate

monarhului Fran!ei, pentru o posesiune din cuprinsul regatului acestuia puteau ajunge si la razboi
(cel de 100 de ani), dar asta nu insemna cd in termeni reali unul era supus celuilalt. $i domnii rom6ni

au prestat jurimAnt de vasalitate regilor maghiari sau poloni ori au pldtittribut Porlii Otomane. Ceea

ce conta, dincolo de asemenea formule de omagiu, era capacitatea de a rezista ingerinlelor externe.

Domniile rom6ne5ti ale veacului XIV sunt prea pulin cunoscute Amploarea politicii externe desfS-

gurate de domnii rom6ni nu este deplin relevatS, nici mScar in cazul lui Mircea cel B5tr6n, cel care

alunsese si faca 5i s5 desfacd sultani, dupd capturarea lui Baiazid lldirim la Ankara, in I402. Sunt
putin cunoscute publicului larg ;i inrudirile incheiate, cu rol covSr;itor in politica externS. A doua

solie a lui Nicolae Alexandru, Clara, aparlinea unei familii de nobili ardeleni care adoptaserd religia

catolicd. Una dintre fiicele sale din prima cas5torie va fi solia unui duce de Oppeln, din Silezia, un
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The Romanians'history from the 11th to the 14th centuries is stillwaiting for a talented histo-
rian to draw it out of the scholars' books and tell it in the language of the many. The highschool
graduate holds in memory some history shards: the names of some Transylvanian voivodes (ruling
princes) before the Hungarian conquest, the names of some writings and authors who mentioned
the Romanians, and the political structures on the two mountainsides of the Carpathians. What
is missing is precisely the life and, especially, the original synthesis that took place during these
centuries - the multi-cultural character of the Romanian realm's history.

Maybe the Romanian historiography, submitted for some centuries to methodical attacks aimed at
demonstrating that the Romanians came here after the Hungarians, from south of the Danube, or
that they descended from north of the Danube to the south, after the formation of the Bulgarian
and Serbian nations, overlooked the fact that we continue to be the only people of Europe whose
habitation right on the land where it lives today is disputed. No one questions this right in the case
of the French, Germans, Spaniards, Swiss, Dutch, and so on. Of course, the memory of disputes still
persists there too, or they burst out over a limited territory but a contestation of such proportion
is not to be found anywhere else in the European historiography. Therefore, instead of treating,
naturally, the history of these places and their inhabitants, their synthesis, their life together with
other peoples that settled here at some moment, and then either vanished or lasted until now -
and this is exactly what gives our history its original character - the Romanian historians who have
studied this epoch are fighting to reply to some absurd claims.

It is precisely this synthesis that gives the history of the lands between the Carpathians, the Dan-
ube and the Black Sea its original character There are not many places in Europe where one can
admire a Romanic or Gothic church next to a Protestant one and another, Orthodox of Greek
plan The Spaniard Puig i Cadafalch was the first to notice the originality of the art of Stephen the
Great's time, the European value of the synthesis between the late Gothic and the Byzantine arts.
As Nicolae lorga mentioned, our place in the hrstory of the world is still to be established And we
should be much more aware of the wealth we inherited from our ancestors and with which we
don't know what to do. lt took the Saxons, one of the populations who had been living together
with us for almost eight centuries, only 30 years to leave us. ln many places their architectural as-
sets are threatened by ruin and we risk loosing them without chance of recovery.

The area inhabited by Romanians was always situated at the crossing of the great migration roads,
which favoured its place in mankind's cultural patrimony The Neolithic cultures (especially the
Cucuteni culture) that evolved here are famous in the ancient history The most signrficant part
of the present Romanian territory was included within the borders of the Roman Empire, and the
rest was integrated in pax romana (The Roman Peace) ln the very heart of Rome, Trajan's Column
tells us the story of the emperors wars with the Dacian King Decebal.

fhe Centuries of synthesis
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founded bishoprics "on the territory of the Cumans" (on Milcov River) and complained about the
heretics who did not want to listen to anyone but their Orthodox priests The Catholic proselytism
had no chance south of the Carpathians, where the Saxon colonization at CSmpulung remained
an isolated episode. The vicinity of the Byzantine realm south of the Danube would have played its

role On the other hand, Moldavia, submitted to a second - Polish - influence, proved to be much
more responsive, and one of the rulersfrom the 14th century, Latcu, became a Catholic And the
first princely necropolis of Moldavia, the church at RJd5u{i, was an example of how could Gothic
architecture be adapted to Orthodox liturgical needs.

After conquering Transylvania, "silva Blaccorum et Bissenorum" ("the forest inhabited by Vlachs

and Pechenegs", as named by a source), in order to strengthen their domination, the Hungarian
Kings brought here, besides the Teutons and the Knights of St. John, a Germanic population from
the area of nowadays Luxembourg, the Saxons, and settled them around Sibiu, in lara B6rsei and

in Bistrita, at the borders with Walachia and Moldavia. The Saxons would receive an autonomous
organization, just like the Szeklers, a population of controversial origin located in the area at the
bend of the Carpathians. Unlike the area outside the Carpathians, Transylvanian started to change
through an intense urban development

Mentioned under different names in sources - olaci, olah, balacci, blacki, walathi (at the end of the
'l4th century the Frenchman Philippe de Mezidres talked about a "double Abblaquie" - Moldavia
and Walachia) -the Romanians continued their life in ancestral forms, electing their leaders ("the
old and good people", the knez and voivodes) and enforcin g jus valachicum ("The Walach Law"),
which was still functioning in some areas of Transylvania until late in the 18th century. As a matter
of fact, the removal of the Romanian representatives from the nobility congregations happened
as late as the 15th century. The Romanian noblemen were mentioned both in the army corps that
accompanied the Hungarian Kings in their campaigns, and as heads of some local uprisings. Their
religious foundations in Densug or Strei testify to this.

As for the social stratification of the Romanian population south and east of the Carpathians
there are convincing archaeological testimonies The ornaments, the reliquaries, and the luxury
ceramics that got to us prove the existence of a well-do-to category that wanted to show off its

privileged statuts in relation with the other inhabitants. They also reflected Romanias positron at
the crossing of two big commercial roads - one, that joined through Transylvania, the mountain
passes of Turnu Ro5u and Bra;ov, and the Danube harbours the Flemish and German areas with
Byzantium, and a second - Galician - road that came down along the Siret and Prut rivers to the
Danube and the Black Sea

ln the first century of their existence the two other Romanian Principalities, Walachia and Moldavia,
were founded because of and characterised by their resistance to the Magyar expansion. Under
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